This study was undertaken to determine the Science Performance in the Context of Peer Collaboration as Perceived by the Grade Six Pupils of Cabadbaran South Central Elementary School. It included one hundred fifty one pupils of the said school. The data were gathered through a validated questionnaire. Statistical tools used were the weighted mean, arithmetic mean, and, regression analysis. The findings of the study revealed that there was a high level of manifestation of peer collaboration in terms of Peer Support. The pupils cooperated actively in the learning task; they took the responsibilities for the group and showed unity in fulfilling the task. In terms of their performance in Science, it was observed that the greater number of the pupils obtained grades in the ranges below average level. This indicates that the greater number of the pupils did not perform well in Science. The result of the regression analysis on the influence of the Science performance of the respondents yielded beta coefficients that have significant values beyond the 0.05 level. This means that there is no significant influence of the manifestations of peer collaboration on the Science performance of the respondents. The study thus concludes that while peer collaboration was evident in the classroom, this did not help the pupils to perform very well in Science. This leads an opening for further research since factors other than those investigated in the study could have significant bearing on the pupil's performance in Science.
INTRODUCTION
During the past decade, lecture teaching had spread widely especially in elementary education. This did not change the old teaching paradigm. Recent trends have espoused the employment of collaborative learning where the students, under the supervision of the teacher, searched knowledge and shared it with each other. This principle of learning requires a lot of work or both the teacher and the students were successful. It also requires a good supervision and communication tools for collaboration (Back and Phelan 2002) ..
In collaborative learning a group of students worked together to discuss, argue, solve or evaluate something. It was an educational method which works well in certain courses and develops critical thinking which leads to deeper understanding, analysis, synthesis and evaluation of a certain topic (White at.al. 2001) . It also promotes more positive social behavior and the working in groups which was often essential in life (Salandan 2006) .
Collaborative learning approach used classroom organization where students worked in groups or teams to help each other learn (Shell and Janny 2000) . Concepts from small group theory and group dynamics serve as the basis upon which skills in democratic procedures and collaboration were developed. This approach involves strategies and procedures that can help small groups solve their own problem and acquire information through collective effort. The learning environment is characterized by strong motivation and smooth interpersonal interactions (Bomwell 1999) .
Cooperative learning is now the method used in most classrooms. It was perceived to be more effective than the usual lecture method (Klinger 1998) . It is for this reason that this study was conjured up. It was the intention of the researchers to examine if the different components of peer collaboration had been actually manifested in the classroom and to determine its possible influence on the performance of the pupils in the Science subject.
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
This study determined the Science performance in the context of peer collaboration among the Grade VI pupils of Cabadbaran South Central Elementary School. Specifically, this study aimed to answer the following objectives: 1. To determine the level of manifestation of the peer collaboration in terms of peer support, social competence and learning goals; 2. To describe the pupils' level of performance in Science; and, 3. To relate the different aspects of peer collaboration and the pupils' level of performance in Science.
METHODOLOGY Research Design
The study employed the descriptive design of research. It gathered data that described the level of manifestation of the aspects of peer collaboration among the pupils and examined if these aspects had significant influence in the performance of the pupils in Science. Descriptive statistics was used to analyze the data that were gathered in the study.
Population and Respondents of the Study
The population of the study involved the Grade Six pupils of CASOCES, Cabadbaran City. A total of 151 from 4 sections comprised the respondents of the study.
Research Instrument
The study used a researcher-made questionnaire to gather the data on the perceptions of the pupils of the level of manifestations of the aspects of peer collaboration. This instrument was validated by experts and was pilot tested with respondents of Grade Six pupils at Sumilihon Central Elementary School, Butuan City with reliability index of 0.7412.
Statistical Treatment
The data gathered were subjected to statistical analysis using; weighted arithmetic mean, and regression analysis. The table above shows the response of the pupils to the indicators of peer support. The data reveal that all the indicators were responded to with verbal description of Agree. This means that there is a high level of manifestations of peer collaboration in terms of peer support. This implies that the pupils really cooperate actively in the learning activities (Goodsell 1992) . The table shows the response of the pupils to the indicators of interpersonal competence. The data reveal that all the indicators were responded to with verbal description of Agree. This means that there is a high level of manifestations of peer collaboration in terms of interpersonal competence. This finding suggests that the pupils can get along well with their classmates (Bomwell 1999) . The table shows the response of the pupils to the indicators of learning goals. It can be noted that the pupils' gave overall weighted mean response of 4.32 or Agree. This is equivalent to High Level of Manifestations of attained of learning goals. This means that most of the time, the pupils are able to accomplish what the teacher asks them to attain. This is due to their collaboration and cooperation in the learning activities (Shell and Janny 2000) . The table shows the distribution of the respondents in terms of their performance in Science. It can be observed that the greater number of the pupils numbering to 59 or 39 percent obtained grades in the range of 75-82. This indicates that the greater number of the pupils did not perform well in Science.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Level of Manifestations of the Peer Collaboration in terms of Peer Support, Social Competence and Learning Goals
Further analysis of the data indicates that about 1.3 and 19.2 percent of them got Excellent and Very Satisfactory performance respectively. This provides room for improvement in the Science performance of the pupils (White at.al. 2001 ). Table 5 shows the result of the regression analysis on the influences of the Science performance of the respondents. The analysis yielded beta coefficients that have significant influence of the manifestations of peer collaboration on the Science performance of the respondents but did not warrant significance at the 0.05 level.Further analysis revealed that the only 2.9% of the variations in the Science performance of the respondents are attributed to the joint effect of the independent variables of the study. Other factors which were not included in the study may have contributed the bigger bulk of the variations (Klinger 1998) . This is evidenced by the model which yielded an f-ratio of 1.454 at significance value of 0.2.
CONCLUSION
On the basis of the findings of the study, the following conclusions were deduced: Peer collaboration was evident in the classroom. With the pupils' very supportive and collaborative efforts, they were able to accomplish learning tasks.
The pupils did not perform very satisfactorily in Science. This is evident by majority of them getting 75-82 grade ranges. , S. & Phelan, A. (2002) . Cultivating the inner eye in teacher education:
LITERATURE CITED
Back
Exploring the Dogma of difficulty. Paper presented at the International Conference in Teacher Education, Israel.
